Do Sun Spots Control Business? 


By George Bayer 


T HOSE who scoff at the possibilities of planetary influences 
affecting conditions—or people—upon this planet called 
Karth may find food for thought in a copyrighted article 
sent out under date of August 8. 1936. by the Associated Press. 
This article, presumably the work of a materialistic economist, 
deals with the effect which sun spots produce upon mundane 
business conditions. The graph which the Associated Press 
supplied with the article is reproduced herewith. Students of 
Astrology, we trust, will be broadminded enough not to point 
out that Mr, Stetson’s conclusions must be based on supersti¬ 
tion or a hangover from the dark ages of human intelli¬ 
gence. Indeed, a few of you may even find it possible to admit 
that there is “something’' in the sun spot theory which Mr. 
Stetson propounds. 

By Harlan True Stetson 

B OSTON. The possible connection between activity on 
the Sun and business activity (on Earth) calls to mind 
major movements in both solar and industrial affairs 
during the last decade. 

“If one utilizes as an index of solar activity the occurrences 
of disturbances of the Sun, technically known as sun spots, we 
a CUrVC sufficicntl . v similar to the business curve since 
]9_7 as to at least set one thinking concerning the reality of 
cosmic and industrial correlations. 

To he sure, the bottom of the business slump occurred in 
19 j^ and not 1933, as was the case with sun spots. Neverthe¬ 
less solar activity has been reflected most remarkably in the 
last ten years by industrial affairs. If this is to be taken 
seriously, the recent rise toward a new sun spot high may give 
hope for sustained recovery in business. 

Link to Auto Output 

“Of course, the correspondence between these two curves 
may be accidental. If one goes back further in economic 
history he will not find the striking resemblance between sun 
spots and business persisting without notable exceptions. Nev¬ 
ertheless, four out of the five last major depressions have 
followed in from two to five years after a maximum in the 
sun spot curve. 

“If there is some subtle change in the character of solar 
radiation, which in various ways may tend to influence a man’s 
spending psychology, then perhaps the number of automobiles 
marketed should be a good index of mass buying psychology. 
In any event, a second diagram showing automobile production 
from 1929 to date gives another striking resemblance to solar 
activity so far as production of sun spots is concerned. Whether 
this trend will follow through the next solar cycle time alone 
will tell 



To those whose minds are not held in the grip of dogmatic 
prejudice, the inescapable conclusion is that a planetary ema¬ 
nation of energy sufficient to produce a mundane reaction 
affecling material commodities must certainly wield an influ¬ 
ence upon the volatile human mind and character. We fear, 
however, that even the mild suggestions put forth by Mr. 
Stetson will bring down upon him the supercilious wrath of 
those professional star-gazers whose powers of observation 
limit their study of the solar system to its mechanical evolu¬ 
tions. 


Radio Held Tie-Up Proof 

“We do know that sun spots art definitely associated with 
certain magnetic and electric changes in the Earth and its 
atmosphere, from years of observation data. A close corre¬ 
spondence between the character of radio transmission and 
the sun-spot cycle appears established beyond any reasonable 
doubt, as the result of quantitative measurements made during 
the last fifteen years. 

“Whether there is sufficient change in the amount and 
character of the. radiation sent to us from the Sun to affect 
the growth of plants and man's psychological behavior, and 
hence his economic status, must for the present be left to 
speculation.” 

I N OTHER words, materialistic thinkers may be willing 
to admit that influences sent forth from the Sun DO affect 
inanimate, insensate, dense materials through “magnetic or 
electric changes.” But it still seems too impossible for them 
to accept the immensely less fantastic belief that such “mag¬ 
netic or electric changes” (which the astrologer denominates 
“planetary influence,” or “planetary vibration”) can exert pres¬ 
sure of any kind upon the incalculably more sensitive mechan¬ 
ism and materials of which animate, sensate man is composed. 
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